Closing  Speech for the Crown.
The Attorney-General
word theory not in any disparaging sense, because It is a compre-
hensive term for a matter the defence are entitled to put before you,
and of which they ask your acceptance, but you are to accept this
theory—you have  got to  do this—to  dissociate the  symptoms of
August, 1920, from those of 1921 before her illness, and you have
to separate those two illnesses of Mrs. Armstrong.      The one has
to be attributed to a wholly different cause—(that in August, 1920)
—and the illness of 1921 has to be segregated entirely by Itself,
and then and there they suggest suicide.      Now, in order" to deal
with the symptoms that occurred in August, 1920, the suggestion
is put forward that all those symptoms were due to acute indiges-
tion and severe rheumatism,  and both those  causes are grouped
together as justifying the opinion that her illness was due to what
is   called   auto-intoxication—that   illness   is   now   called  by   Dr.
Toogood rheumatoid arthritis.      It is a disease of which most of
us unhappily have had some experience    amongst    our   friends,
neighbours, or relations.      We know what it is like, and are not
unfamiliar with its insidious effects, but here It is—Dr. Toogood
calls it rheumatoid arthritis, and one cannot help seeing that when
evidence is called on behalf of the defence there may be, and here
I make the criticism not unkindly, a certain amount of sympathy
with  those  on  whose behalf  that  evidence  is  called,   and  it  is
suggested in calling the witnesses we have—the expert witnesses—
•we have placed the prisoner in a somewhat unfair position because
of the great experience and ability of the doctors we have called
on  our   behalf,   Dr.   Spilsbury,   Sir   William  Willcox,   and  Mr.
Webster, and that their experience ought to be discounted in favour
of the prisoner, and that you ought to consider how it is that the
prosecution are able to bring such a heavy weight of material, a
position denied to the prisoner.    On the other hand, that leads
me to make this observation, that if, in considering the case of the
death of a subject of the Crown, the Crown did not engage the
highest skill  and best experts  of  the highest  ability, comments
might not unjustly be made; that they should have got not only
qualified experts, but some one of the highest and matchless ability;
and you have to judge by the manner in which my expert witnesses
gave their evidence whether or not they were careful to observe
every sort of care in giving their opinion, and to try and place
before you with fairness and care all the matters with which their
evidence dealt.
Let me pass now to the illness of 1920. I am not going to
detail every story told as to both illnesses from which Mrs. Arm-
strong suffered in 1919, and it is, I think, sufficient for me to
recall to you (for you have every bit of the evidence in your minds)
that the medical attendant looking after her treated her as
described, and tells you it was muscular rheumatism, which cleared
away. It was in the right arm, and, though undoubtedly she had
thia rheumatism, it was not rheumatoid arthritis, but it was
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